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The Official Code of Georgia Annotated 32-9-8 requires our office to inspect and license all open-
to-the-public airports in Georgia. The airport owner must also secure a Georgia Airport License if
it is open to the public, and the issuance of a Georgia Airport License is contingent upon
compliance with the requirements set out in Georgia Department of Transportation’s updated
Rules and Regulations for Licensing of Certain Open–to–the–Public Airports, Chapter 672-9. In
addition, contractual agreements require that we also conduct an airport inspection for the
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Airport Safety Data Program. Inspections and licensing
occur biennially for all 96 public airports in Georgia.

Why GDOT Inspects and Licenses Airports 



• Approaches (State and FAA)
• Primary Surface (State and FAA)
• Markings
• Lighting
• Runway Condition
• Runway Safety Areas (State and FAA)
• General Conditions 
• Geometric Standards

State Standards
FAA Part 77

What Gets Inspected



• Approach surfaces for GA Airports

– State Licensing

– FAA Part 77

– Threshold Siting Surface (Tables 3-2 – 3-4 in AC 150/5300-13B)

Approach Surfaces



•3 configurations - based on runway length
• < 4,000’
• 4,000’ – 4,999’
• 5,000’ +

• Surface starts at threshold

• Surface must be clear to meet the minimum state licensing criteria

• Generally, least restrictive of the three approach surfaces

GDOT Airport Licensing Approach Standards



GDOT Airport Licensing Approach Standards
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• Generally, most restrictive, used as screening criteria

• 6 configurations:
Based on runway category and type of approach
<12,500lb + visual = A(V)
<12,500lb + non-precision = A(NP) 
>12,500lb + visual = B(V)
>12,500lb + non-precision @ > ¾ mi visibility = C
>12,500lb + non-precision @ <= ¾ mi visibility = D
>12,500lb + precision (has ILS) = PIR

• Surface starts 200’ from the end of paved runway

FAA Part 77 Approach Standards
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• Mandatory for NPIAS airports 

• Approach configurations:

Surface                Runway Type 
Surface 1 – 15:1 – Rwys for small aircraft w/ approach speeds  < 50 knots – Visual only
Surface 2 – 20:1 – Rwys for small aircraft w/ approach speeds >=  50 knots – Visual only
Surface 3 – 20:1 – Rwys for large aircraft – Visual only
Surface 4 – 20:1 – Rwys with an instrument approach >= ¾ mi vis
Surface 4 – 34:1 – Rwys with an instrument approach < ¾ mi vis
Surface 5 – 20:1 – Rwys with vertical guidance approach >= ¾ mi vis
Surface 5 – 34:1 – Rwys with vertical guidance approach < ¾ mi vis
Surface 6 – 30:1 – Rwys with vertical guidance approach

• Those with an instrument approach, Surface 4/5 - 20:1 must remain clear for night minimums

• Surfaces looked at during inspection if runway threshold is displaced, otherwise Flight 
Procedures reviews and airport receives a letter from Flight Procedures if there are 
obstructions that will cause night minimums issues.

FAA Threshold Siting (15:1, 20:1, 30:1, 34:1)



• TSS Surface 4 or 5 Surface starts 200’ from threshold (20:1) – Most Common
o Maintain night minimums by keeping this surface clear

• TSS Type 6 Surface starts at threshold (30:1) – vertical guided approach

FAA Threshold Siting (20:1, 30:1)



Priorities
Obstruction Removal from each surface

1. State Approach Standards – Mandatory clear all airports

2. FAA Threshold Siting Surfaces – Mandatory clear all NPIAS airports

3. FAA Part 77 – Recommend clearing.  Obstructions noted are presumed to 
be a hazard until determined otherwise by FAA.  They need be studied in 
the 7460 process in order to obtain that determination of no hazard to air 
navigation.

Hazard Removal and Mitigation is a Grant Assurance.



Example
Covington – Runway 28 

6000’
7/8 Mile Visibility

LPV approach 
Displaced Threshold



State  >= 5000’

FAA Part 77  C



TSS Surface 5

TSS Surface 6



Example
Canton – Runway 23 

5003’
1 Mile Visibility

No LPV approach



State  >= 5000’

FAA Part 77  C



TSS Surface 4

Not looked at during 
inspection



Inspection Letter
Review



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Inspection letter



Written 
Corrective Action 

Plan



• Every item called out on the inspection letter needs to be addressed 
in your written response with a month and year spelled out for when 
it will be or has been addressed that is not dependent on funding.  

• Stating something will be done as soon as the project is funded is not 
an answer.

• We expect to see reasonable progress. 

• Stay in communication with our office on progress.  Tell us what has 
been removed/corrected (obstruction numbers/parcels cleared, etc).

Written Corrective Action Plan



Written Corrective Action Plan

“Trees in the primary surface will be removed by October 1, 2023”

“3’ tall trees, 209’ from runway end, 200’ left of extended runway centerline and 4’tall trees, 240’ 
from runway end, 180’ left of extended runway centerline were removed on July 16th, 2023.”

“LiDAR noted Parcel KEYs I, L, and CC obstructions will be 
removed over the course of the remaining calendar year.”

“The City will pursue permission from the owner to clear
referenced trees by December 2023.”

Good responses from recent written corrective action plans:

“Trees and brush will be 
removed from the fence 
line and fence will be 
repaired by June 30, 2024.”

“The County will pursue permission from the owner to clear referenced 
trees by December 2023.   Additionally, the County will pursue acquisition 
of the RPZ in fee or easement by December 2024.”



LiDAR Review



LiDAR Review (Summary)



LiDAR Review (PDF)



LiDAR Review (PDF)



LiDAR Review (PDF)



LiDAR Review (Spreadsheet)

Obstruction ID Description
Distance

(Feet)
Offset 

Direction

Offset 
Distance 

(Feet)

Top Elevation 
(Feet MSL)

Height
(Feet AGL)

Latitude Longitude Easting Northing
Ground 

Elevation 
(Feet)

Surface 
Penetration 

(Feet)

Surface 
Elevation 

(Feet)
Parcel ID Parcel Key

V32738 VEGETATION 1098.5 L 124.0 193.4 69.7 30° 57' 45.26" N 84° 37' 56.16" W 2150652.5 350371.9 123.7 14.8 178.5 00610009 F
V32735 VEGETATION 1085.8 L 146.1 192.6 69.1 30° 57' 45.21" N 84° 37' 56.44" W 2150627.5 350366.9 123.5 14.7 177.9 00610009 F
V32708 VEGETATION 1108.2 L 162.3 193.5 69.0 30° 57' 44.94" N 84° 37' 56.41" W 2150630.0 350339.4 124.4 14.4 179.0 00610009 F
V32737 VEGETATION 1131.5 L 86.4 193.1 68.9 30° 57' 45.26" N 84° 37' 55.58" W 2150702.5 350371.9 124.4 13.0 180.2 00610009 F
V32631 VEGETATION 1186.4 L 327.2 193.5 73.3 30° 57' 43.27" N 84° 37' 57.24" W 2150557.5 350171.9 120.2 10.6 182.9 00610009 F
V32740 VEGETATION 1361.6 R 184.0 201.6 81.4 30° 57' 45.32" N 84° 37' 51.50" W 2151057.5 350376.9 120.2 9.9 191.7 00610009 F
V32647 VEGETATION 1221.7 L 218.6 194.0 77.8 30° 57' 43.72" N 84° 37' 56.03" W 2150662.5 350216.9 116.2 9.3 184.7 00610009 F
V4876 VEGETATION 1405.5 L 50.5 203.0 77.6 30° 57' 43.46" N 84° 37' 53.19" W 2150910.0 350189.4 125.2 9.1 193.9 00610009 F
V32679 VEGETATION 1266.0 L 49.1 195.3 69.0 30° 57' 44.51" N 84° 37' 54.24" W 2150819.2 350295.3 125.6 8.4 186.9 00610009 F
V32691 VEGETATION 1076.8 L 224.7 184.6 60.0 30° 57' 44.76" N 84° 37' 57.19" W 2150562.5 350321.9 124.6 7.1 177.5 00610009 F
V32612 VEGETATION 1249.2 L 339.0 193.1 67.1 30° 57' 42.73" N 84° 37' 56.86" W 2150590.0 350116.9 125.6 7.1 186.1 00610009 F
V32732 VEGETATION 1319.7 R 121.0 195.7 70.9 30° 57' 45.22" N 84° 37' 52.36" W 2150982.5 350366.9 124.8 6.1 189.6 00610009 F
V4877 VEGETATION 1459.6 L 11.5 202.5 74.4 30° 57' 43.32" N 84° 37' 52.44" W 2150975.0 350174.4 128.1 5.9 196.6 00610009 F
V32744 VEGETATION 1435.9 R 291.6 200.8 80.5 30° 57' 45.48" N 84° 37' 50.01" W 2151187.5 350391.9 120.3 5.4 195.4 00610006 D
V32681 VEGETATION 1115.4 L 218.6 184.4 58.4 30° 57' 44.51" N 84° 37' 56.84" W 2150592.5 350296.9 126.1 5.0 179.4 00610009 F
V32747 VEGETATION 1466.5 R 329.1 201.5 81.3 30° 57' 45.50" N 84° 37' 49.46" W 2151235.9 350393.6 119.8 4.6 196.9 00610006 D
V32632 VEGETATION 1209.1 L 296.2 187.7 72.6 30° 57' 43.31" N 84° 37' 56.80" W 2150595.9 350175.3 115.0 3.7 184.1 00610009 F
V32716 VEGETATION 1259.0 R 21.3 189.9 65.5 30° 57' 45.02" N 84° 37' 53.68" W 2150867.5 350346.9 124.4 3.3 186.6 00610009 F
V32723 VEGETATION 1205.8 L 31.9 187.1 67.4 30° 57' 45.07" N 84° 37' 54.55" W 2150792.5 350351.9 119.7 3.2 183.9 00610009 F
V32657 VEGETATION 1180.2 L 233.2 185.2 61.9 30° 57' 43.94" N 84° 37' 56.47" W 2150624.2 350238.6 123.5 2.6 182.6 00610009 F
V4869 VEGETATION 889.4 L 283.1 170.7 44.9 30° 57' 45.77" N 84° 37' 59.12" W 2150395.0 350424.4 125.7 2.6 168.1 00610006 D
V32663 VEGETATION 1223.2 L 133.5 186.9 70.9 30° 57' 44.27" N 84° 37' 55.29" W 2150727.5 350271.9 116.0 2.2 184.8 00610009 F
V32736 VEGETATION 1335.7 R 146.8 192.2 70.1 30° 57' 45.27" N 84° 37' 52.02" W 2151012.5 350371.9 122.1 1.8 190.4 00610009 F
V32678 VEGETATION 1346.0 R 44.7 192.2 63.2 30° 57' 44.53" N 84° 37' 52.82" W 2150942.5 350296.9 129.1 1.3 190.9 00610009 F
V32727 VEGETATION 1047.2 L 205.4 176.6 52.2 30° 57' 45.11" N 84° 37' 57.25" W 2150557.5 350356.9 124.4 0.6 176.0 00610009 F
V32742 VEGETATION 1219.0 R 36.3 184.4 63.6 30° 57' 45.41" N 84° 37' 53.86" W 2150852.5 350386.9 120.5 -0.2 184.6 00610009 F
V32690 VEGETATION 1235.0 L 44.1 185.1 67.7 30° 57' 44.77" N 84° 37' 54.43" W 2150802.5 350321.9 117.4 -0.3 185.4 00610009 F
V32733 VEGETATION 1268.2 R 69.7 185.9 63.1 30° 57' 45.27" N 84° 37' 53.20" W 2150910.0 350371.9 120.6 -1.2 187.0 00610009 F
V32680 VEGETATION 1222.5 L 96.3 183.5 66.9 30° 57' 44.52" N 84° 37' 54.97" W 2150755.0 350296.9 116.4 -1.3 184.7 00610009 F
V32743 VEGETATION 1505.1 R 370.6 196.9 75.8 30° 57' 45.48" N 84° 37' 48.81" W 2151292.5 350391.9 121.1 -1.9 198.9 00610006 D
V32750 VEGETATION 1072.7 L 54.9 175.2 49.5 30° 57' 45.90" N 84° 37' 55.76" W 2150687.5 350436.9 125.6 -2.1 177.2 00610006 D
V32668 VEGETATION 1191.2 L 158.6 180.3 62.7 30° 57' 44.34" N 84° 37' 55.75" W 2150687.5 350279.4 117.5 -2.9 183.2 00610009 F
V32729 VEGETATION 1218.0 L 2.7 181.6 64.1 30° 57' 45.17" N 84° 37' 54.20" W 2150822.5 350361.9 117.5 -2.9 184.5 00610009 F
V32754 VEGETATION 1247.8 R 164.0 180.6 54.9 30° 57' 46.04" N 84° 37' 52.54" W 2150967.5 350449.4 126.0 -5.4 186.0 00610006 D
V4881 VEGETATION 1721.1 L 1.3 202.0 70.0 30° 57' 41.44" N 84° 37' 50.37" W 2151155.0 349984.4 132.0 -7.7 209.7 00610009 F
V32656 VEGETATION 1697.0 R 362.1 199.4 73.7 30° 57' 44.00" N 84° 37' 47.42" W 2151412.5 350241.9 125.7 -9.1 208.5 00610009 F
V32688 VEGETATION 1517.3 R 266.9 190.4 58.7 30° 57' 44.71" N 84° 37' 49.61" W 2151222.5 350314.4 132.0 -9.1 199.5 00610009 F
V32753 VEGETATION 1272.0 R 199.3 177.3 50.5 30° 57' 46.09" N 84° 37' 52.05" W 2151010.0 350454.4 126.4 -9.9 187.2 00610006 D

Airport Name
Runway 32

FAA AC 150/5300-13B - Non-Precision and IFR Circling Approach Surface 4 -(20:1) - Visibility greater than or equal to 3/4 mile providing lateral guidance



LiDAR Review (Google Earth)



LiDAR Review

• Sponsor needs to let our office know what is cleared, and update FAA 
obstacles via ADIP’s RAM tool after clearing obstructions found in LiDAR.

• FAA obstacle names are included in this last round of LiDAR (not done 
previously).

• LiDAR picks up more obstructions that 18b surveys in a particular area.

• You can compare FAA database obstructions with LiDAR in google earth 
for previous rounds of LiDAR.



Exporting 
FAA Obstacle Database

into Google Earth



Exporting FAA Obstacle Database



Exporting FAA Obstacle Database



Exporting FAA Obstacle Database



Questions

achood@dot.ga.gov
404-660-3394

mailto:achood@dot.ga.gov
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