—State/Local Opposition to FAA Plan Grows

Reprinted from www.nbaa.org.

States and localities continue to show their support for
general aviation’s economic importance and opposition to a
user fee scheme to finance the aviation system. Most recently,
over 1,700 pilots in Alaska signed a petition in support of a
resolution in both houses of the Alaska legislature to go on
record in opposition to the user fee plan being backed by
the FAA and the big airlines. In addition, two Texas cities,
Goliad City and New Braunfels, passed similar resolutions
in opposition to user fees. User fees are backed by the airlines
as a way to shift billions in their costs to general aviation and
replace congressional control over the aviation system with
airline control.

What’s involved in the airlines’ FAA proposal?

Funding and programs for the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) expire in October of this year. On
February 14, the FAA submitted its “reauthorization,” or
funding proposal to the United States Congress. The FAA’s
proposal provides a huge tax break and other giveaways to
the large airlines, while punishing the mostly small and mid-
size businesses in general aviation, and stripping Congress
of most of its role in aviation system funding decisions.
Specifically, the plan includes:

e A more-than tripling of the fuel taxes paid by general
aviation aircraft operators. Under the FAA’s proposal,
the taxes would increase more than 300 percent, from
21.8 cents-per-gallon, to 70 cents-per gallon.

e A litany of new user fees bringing an added cost and
administrative burden.
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e The creation of a new control board that is expected
to remove congress from its traditional role of
representing all aviation segments, including general
aviation.

e A $600 million cut in FAA funding;

e Authorization to permit the FAA to go into debt up to
$35 billion starting in 2013;

¢ Diversion of funds for air traffic control transformation
to create a bureaucracy to assess and collect user
fees. Whether the bureaucracy is built inside the
government, or outside through contractors, money
must be used to create and maintain the bureaucracy.

These changes will considerably increase costs and
threaten access to airspace and airports for the general
aviation community, and the industry is unified in its strong
opposition to the proposal.

Other ways to take action:
[ Call, visit or write to your elected officials

[ Talk about it with colleagues and other general
aviation organizations

| Send a letter to your local newspaper
| Download talking points from nbaa.org

[ Join the Alliance For Aviation Across America
(AAAA, AviationAcrossAmerica.org)

[ Learn more at www.nbaa.org/userfees
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-Keep Your Powder Dry Comrades! —

by Lee Remmel, AAE; Airport Director, PDK, ATL

security front for general aviation. But, this time, I think it’s important to briefly

review the bidding on the Administration’s FAA Reauthorization Proposal.
The bottom line is that “The Plan” would fundamentally change the way the FAA is
financed by imposing user fees on commercial aviation and huge tax increases on fuel
used by commercial and general aviation to pay for airport improvements. Here is a
brief summary:

1. PFCs. Increase cap from $4.50 to $6.00; streamline the PFC process; provide
airports with more flexibility on how they can use PFC revenue. (Even from a GA
perspective, [ see all these as positive and supported by our airport colleagues.)

2. AIP Funding. Reduce the Federal matching share for projects at many small
airports, runway and taxiway projects at large and medium hub airports — from 95/5
back to 90/10; completely change how the AIP is funded, no longer rely on the passenger
ticket tax to fund the majority share of the Airport & Airways Trust Fund; 300+%
increase in general aviation and commercial fuel taxes; eliminate entitlements for large
and medium hub airports in two years; increase the amount of discretionary funds the
FAA distributes and target non-primary entitlements to the largest GA airports.

3. FAA Financing. Replace the current excise taxes with a new “cost-based user fee
system” beginning in FY09; periodic adjustment of fees to cover the costs of providing
air traffic control services without review or Congressional oversight; continue the
decline and hold steady the General Fund contribution for not more than $2.6 billion
in taxpayer revenue to pay for aviation in FY08.

The Plan goes much further, and it behooves all of us to read, study and dig
deeper into the specifics. But, suffice it to say, this is The Bad Deal and the fight we’ve
expected for many years about user fees. All of the above are intertwined in the
FAA’s Reauthorization that is pending. Mix all of this together in the witches brew
of a primary process beginning in 2007 for a 2008 election year, the war in Iraq, and
partisan politics the likes most of us have never witnessed, and most wonder if the
reauthorization might even be put off until after January, 2009 with another yet-to-be-
determined ‘new’ Administration and Congress.

Please remember this isn’t just a fight for airports,
but a fight for everyone involved, directly and/or
indirectly, in the business of general aviation. This is
why virtually all of the alphabets have joined together
to fight this proposal. Our strength is in our sheer
numbers and in the diversity of our industry if we
can all just hold together and not be picked off one
by one.

One simple thing you can do — go to the NBAA
website (www.nbaa.org). From the front page, you’ll
see a link to the Advocacy Center. Simply enter there,
and it will walk you through a very simple, quick
process that will email your Congress-persons voicing
your concerns. Don’t just stop here, but at least start
here, please.

Iusually try to keep everyone informed about what may be happening on the
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

-President’s Message

Officers:

President: Mike Van Wie, Assistant Director
DeKalb Peachtree Airport

212 Administration Building

2000 Airport Road

Atlanta, GA 30341

(770) 936-5440 0001 (770) 936-5446
mvanwie@co.dekalb.ga.us

Vice President: John Crosby, Airport Manager
Peachtree City — Falcon Fie d Airport

7 Falcon Drive

Peachtree City, GA 30269

(770) 487-2225 0001 (770) 487-8814
johncrosby@kffc.org

Treasurer: Mike Mathews, Airport Director
Richard B. Russell Regional Airport

304 Russell Field Road

Rome, GA 30165

(706) 295-7835 0000 (706) 234-8076
mathewsm@floydcountyga.org

Secretary: Tim Weegar, Assistant Director 11/
Operations Manager

Augusta Regional Airport

1501 Aviation Way

Augusta, GA 30906

(706) 798-3236 0001 (706) 798-1551

tweegar@augustaga.gov

Directors:

C. (Lee) Remmel: Airport Director
DeKalb Peachtree Airport

212 Administration Building

2000 Airport Road

Atlanta, GA 30341

(770) 936-5440 0000 (770) 936-5446
clremmel@co.dekalb.ga.us

Balram “B” Bheodari: Operations Manager
Atlanta Hartsfield Jackson International Airport
P.O. Box 20509

Atlanta, GA 30320

(404) 209-4142 0001 (404) 762-3547
balram.bheodari@atlanta-airport.com

Steve Brian: Executive Director
Glynn County Airport Commission
295 Aviation Parkway, Suite 205
Brunswick, GA 31525

(912) 265-2070 0000 (912) 264-0228
sbrian@flygcairports.com

Buster Boshears: Airport Manager
Daniel Field

1775 Highland Avenue

Augusta, GA 30904

(706) 733-1647 0001 (706) 738-9746
wboshears@augustaga.gov

Karl Von Hagel: Airport Manager
Cobb County Airport/McCollum Field
1723 McCollum Pkwy., Bldg. 100
Kennesaw, GA 30144

(770) 528-1615 0001 (770) 528-1655
karl.vonhagel@cobbcounty.org

Bob Holliway: Executive Director
Valdosta Regional Airport

1750 Airport Road, Suite 1

Valdosta, GA 31601

(229) 333-1833 0001 (229) 245-8153
valdostaairport@mchsi.com

Legislative Affairs:

Mitch Ellerbee: Airport Manager
Thomaston-Upson County Airport
2347 Del Ray Road

Thomaston, GA 30286

(706) 647-4500 0000 (706) 636-3066
kopn@alltel.net

Greg Kelly: (Past President), Dir. of Operations
Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport
400 Airways Avenue

Savannah, GA 314

(912) 964-0514 0001 (912) 964-0877
gkelly@savannahairport.com

By Mike Van Wie

Greetings Members and Friends of Georgia Airports Association,

Legislative update — EXTREMELY successful year. The legislature passed and
Governor Purdue signed the FY08 budget that includes $11,200,000 (love those zeroes)
for the airport aid program. Considering that two short years ago the airport’s budget
was $3.6 million, we have made a lot of progress. It is now incumbent on each of us to
ensure these monies are used wisely. Be a good steward; spend every dollar like it’s your
own. Much of our success is due to the dedication and hard work of Vernon Lee. Vernon
successfully carried our positive message of economic development to the legislature. At
the risk of missing someone, many thanks to Representatives Carl Rogers, Ben Harbin,
Vance Smith and Senator Jack Hill who carried the torch to the floors of the House and
Senate. Their insight and legislative prowess was instrumental to our success.

Air Georgia — The Governor recommended and the OneGeorgia Board voted to fund
the AirGeorgia Program back to its original $15 million. As you recall, Governor Perdue
established the AirGeorgia Program last year and provided initial funding of $15 million,
of which approximately $9 million was distributed via grants. This OneGeorgia action
makes $15 million available beginning July 1st. Many thanks to Governor Purdue and
the OneGeorgia Board for making this money available to airports in Georgia’s most
economically depressed communities.

READ BETWEEN THE LINES FOLKS ... THAT’S $26.2 MILLION AVAILABLE
TO GEORGIA AIRPORTS JULY 1st

Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCJ) and Georgia Municipal
Association (GMA) — Ed Ratigan and I represented GAA at the ACCJ annual conference
in April. We had a great time and met a lot of influential Commissioners from around
the state. Carol Comer and I will be representing GAA at the GMA annual conference
the end of June. Participating in these conferences is paying off. Our issues made GMA’s
legislative agenda this year and we hope to be on both organizations agenda next year.

Conference update — Preparations are well underway for the 2007 Conference.
The conference will be held October 24 through October 26 at the beautiful Augusta
Marriott and Suites Hotel and Conference Center. My primary focus for this year’s
conference will be providing you with speakers on the topics that YOU feel would be
most beneficial. Therefore, send me an email at mvanwie@co.dekalb.ga.us on a topic
you’d like to see discussed. Although not required, if you can recommend a speaker that
would be great also. Additional information is posted on our website. Room reservations
are going quickly. Get registered and make your reservations so you don’t miss education,
entertainment, recreation, and JUST PLANE FUN.

Membership Directory — Everyone should have received your membership directory
in May. Please review your contact information and use the corrections page if required.
Considering it is our first “real” directory, advertising sales went better than expected. We
will try to expand the directory next year by incorporating our FBOs and other airport
businesses. Thanks to all who stepped up and helped with this project. B

Keep Your POWder Dry[DDDDDDDDDD]DDDD[D]DD:

Isn’t it ironic? We’re getting further and further into direct point-to-point nav
for GA aircraft even more than the airlines, i.e. more “off-line / off-airways” than
ever; the VL] is promising to ‘evolutionize’ if not revolutionize the industry; GAMA
is predicting the production of more GA aircraft of all types than we’ve ever seen in
the next 10 years; we’re getting almost precision IFR approach accuracy into small
airports using RNAV procedures; our Georgia Legislature is looking at pouring more
money into our state aviation system then we’ve ever seen before that recognizes the
importance of economic development by air across the state. And, now we have to
fight the Administration’s proposal for user fees et al that could bring all of the great
things we can envision to a screeching halt. Great timing! H

—Around the State

On the Move

Join us in welcoming two new airport managers to Georgia.
Robert Mohl was recently named manager of the Griffin-
Spalding County Airport. Robert is no stranger to Georgia
airports as he was most recently assistant airport director at the
Southwest Georgia Regional Airport in Albany.

Patsy Goff has joined the staff of the Perry-Houston County
Airport as airport manager. Patsy also works for TSA at the
Macon-Middle Georgia Regional Airport and is a former FAA
air traffic controller.

Two new faces have recently joined the FAA’s Atlanta
Airports District Office. Lisa Favors has been hired as a Planner
and Environmentalist for airports in southwest Georgia. Lisa
is a former environmentalist with the Georgia Department of
Transportation.

Nick Goodly has joined the ADO staff as an engineer
assigned to North Carolina. Nick most recently worked at
Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport.

A fond farewell is bid to several long time airport advocates
and GAA members who have recently retired: Barbara
McDonald, Airport Manager for the Fitzgerald Municipal
Airport; Jackie Wilson, City Manager, City of Douglas; and
Darrell Wheeler, Floyd County.

Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport opened
its 8R/26L End Around Taxiway on April 27, 2007. This
project was constructed to reduce taxi delays on the north
runways. It has been so successful that plans are in the works
for construction of a second end around taxiway.

(Aerial photo of new Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport 8R/26L end
around taxiway, March 2007.)

The City of Monroe was honored on May 1st by the SE
Chapter of AAAE as they were awarded its 2006 General
Aviation Airport Project of the year. The City’s project to extend
its runway to 5000’ and construct a parallel taxiway was chosen
by SE AAAE as it signified the airport sponsor’s commitment
to overcome tremendous financial and land acquisition hurdles
to construct the project.

(Photo from I to r: Wallace Beall, Monroe Councilman; Bill Hogan, Reynolds,
Smith & Hill for SE AAAE; and Greg Thompson, Mayor, City of Monroe.)

The Brunswick-Golden Isles Airport was recently honored
with a quarterly Clean Sweep Award by the Keep Brunswick-
Golden Isles Beautiful and the local Chamber of Commerce. The
award recognizes businesses/organizations in the community
who maintain clean and attractive premises.

AIRGeorgia Funding Available for FY08

Governor Sonny Perdue announced on June 1st at a
meeting of the OneGeorgia Authority a $15 million budget
for the AIRGeorgia program in FY08. During its first year the
AIRGeorgia program provided more than $8 million dollars
to five airports for runway extension and navaid projects. The
$15 million will be available on July 1, 2007 and airports are
encouraged to submit their applications to the OneGeorgia
Authority. For additional information on this program contact
Carol Comer, GDOT at (404) 651-5207 or the OneGeorgia
Authority at www.onegeorgia.org.

“AIRGeorgia

Airport Inifiative in Rural Georgia

Request for Directory Updates Coming

In August be on the lookout for a request from GDOT
for Airport Directory corrections and updates. Tom Carr will
be compiling this information for a new edition of the state
airport directory that will be released in early 2008. H



